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In the weeks leading up to                          things get brighter. 

Lights twinkle on houses, trees, and shopping centers. But the stress, 

busyness, and credit card bills can keep our                           from truly 

feeling                     . The shine of new gifts and holiday decorations 

eventually fades away.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming to the 
world (John 1:9). Jesus shines in our darkness and illuminates our lives. 

We’ll experience a brighter                           this year by focusing on the 

real Christmas light.
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In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness 

to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He 

himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.

-John 1:4-9
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bright light life

In Him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind.
John 1:4

All I Want for Christmas
Fill out the three different Christmas lists 
below with all you want for Christmas this year. 
Share one item from each list with your group, 
family, or a friend. 

MATERIAL GIFTS

RELATIONAL GIFTS

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Gifts wrapped
under the tree

Gifts of presence or  
restored relationships

Which spiritual gift of 

Advent do you want to 

experience most this 

year?  Why?

 Hope  Love

 Joy  Peace

Week 1: 

JOY
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See the Light
1. What is your favorite Christmas memory or 
family tradition?  

2. Where do you tend to fall on the stressful 
to joyful scale during the month of December? 
Why?  

Stressful    1 ----------- 5 ----------- 10    Joyful  

3. When do you experience the most joy during 
the Christmas season? Why do you think this time 
or activity brings you the most joy?  

4. How do you interpret John 1:4? What is John 
telling us about Jesus in this verse?  

5. Luke 2:10-11 says,“The angel said to the 
shepherds, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.’” Why 
did this news make the shepherds so joyful? How 
can this news bring us joy today?  

6. In what ways do you personally experience joy 
through your relationship with Jesus? 

7. How do you typically feel on December 26th? 
(Or whenever your Christmas festivities are 
over.) Why do you think you feel this way after 
Christmas?  

8. Happiness is often temporary and depends on 
our situation, while joy is lasting and not affected 
by our circumstances. How can we still experience 
joy even when things aren’t going well?  

9. How can we seek joy this Christmas season that 
won’t fade when the season is over? How can we 
bring the joy of Christmas with us into January 
and the rest of the year?  

Be the Light
The back of this booklet includes a 25-day Advent 
Devotional Calendar. Instead of counting down 
with chocolates, we’ll countdown to Christmas 
Day with Bible readings, prayer practices, and 
reflections. We’ll prepare ourselves spiritually, so 
we can experience a joy that lasts. 
 
Commit to the Christmas Light Advent Devotional 
for the month of December. Schedule a time of the 
day when you will do the devotional.  

__________________________________________

Who will hold you accountable or do this with you?  

__________________________________________
 

Prayer:  

God,  

Use this Advent season to prepare my heart
for Jesus. Keep me from chasing the shiny objects 
of the season and stay focused on the true light.  

Help me find ways to make room in my 
schedule, room in my mind, and room in 

my heart for You.  

I pray that by Christmas Day, I will be 
prepared to welcome You more fully into my

life and experience the hope, joy, peace, 
and love that You promise me.  

Amen.  

“for you, god, 
have put my life 
back together“



Week 2: 

HOPE
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a light that overcomes darkness

The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.
John 1:5

Bright Lights
Write on each light the things or people 
that are bright lights in your life right now.
Share one of your lights with your group,
family, or friend. 

where do you see god’s light 
shining in your life today?
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See the Light
1. What are your favorite kinds of 
Christmas lights?  

2. What was one present you really hoped 
for in the past? Did you get it?    

3. Share an example of when you experienced 
God’s light shining in a dark time.   

4. Where do you see God’s light shining in your 
life today?  

5. John 1:5 says,“The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.” Even a small glimmer of light can overcome 
complete darkness. How have you experienced 
this to be true?  

6. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp for 
my feet, a light on my path”. How has God’s 
Word been a light to you? How does it light 
your path?  

7. When times feel dark, how can we draw 
closer to the light of Jesus?  

8. How can we maintain hope when a situation 
feels hopeless?  

9. Who is someone in your life that could use 
hope this Christmas season? How can you share 
hope and light to them this week? 

Be the Light:
Make plans to attend The Longest Night worship 
service on Friday, December 20 at 6:30 pm. 
Invite a friend to attend with you.  

 
Prayer:  

Jesus,  

You are the light of the world. 
Thank You for bringing us Your light. 

I pray You will shine into the dark places in my life. 
Help me trust that Your light always defeats the 

darkness and let me live with hope in You. 

When I feel surrounded by darkness, help me
 focus on Your light. I pray Your light shines brighter 

and brighter in my life.  

Amen. 
 

where do you see god’s light 
shining in your life today?

Longest Night
the

a service of 
         healing & hope

December 20
6:30  pm



Week 3: 

SHARE
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sharing the light

John himself was not the 
light; he came only as a 
witness to the light.
John 1:8

Passing the Light
Reflect on who shared the light of Jesus with 
you. Who invited you? Who taught you about 
Jesus? Who mentored you along the way? 
Write their names on the left. On the right, 
write down three names of people you want 
to share the light of Jesus with.  
 

People who shared the light with you

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

People you want to 
share the light with

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
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See the Light
1. What is one of the best gifts you’ve ever 
given to someone else? What made it such a 
great gift?  
2. The joy of giving is often greater than the joy 
of receiving. How does giving bring happiness 
to the giver? 

3. Jesus is the greatest gift we can give. When 
we share the gift of Jesus with others, what 
blessings do they receive? 

4. Tell about a person who shared the light 
of Jesus with you. How did they do this? 
What impact did this person have on your 
faith and life?  

5. Share about one of the people you want to 
share the light of Jesus with. Why did you write 
this person on your list?  

6. John 1:7 says, “He (John) came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe.” A witness is someone 
who shares their experiences as evidence of 
something. They testify by telling their story. 
What have you witnessed or experienced in 
your life that is evidence of Jesus being a light? 
How can you share this story with others? 

7. John 1:8 says,“He (John) himself was not 
the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light.” We are not the light; we reflect the light 
of Jesus to others. What are some practical 
ways we can reflect the light of Jesus to those 
around us?

8. What obstacles and fears prevent us from 
sharing the light of Jesus with those around us? 
How can we overcome these obstacles or fears?  

9. John 1:6 says, “There was a man sent from 
God whose name was John.” We aren’t solely 
responsible for saving people. We partner with 
God in reaching people with the good news of 
Jesus. Who might God be sending you to reach 
out to this Christmas season?  

10. How could their life change if you 
introduced them to a meaningful relationship 
with Jesus? 
 

Be the Light:
Choose one person you want to share the light 
of Jesus with this Advent season:

__________________________________________

Commit to doing these four things for that 
person before Christmas:

 Pray for them once a day 

 Have at least one conversation and   
           focus on asking good questions and 
           listening to them well

 Ask how you can pray for them

 Find a way to serve them – big or small 

Prayer:  

God,  

I pray for __________________ 
to experience the light of Jesus this Christmas. 

 
Open their eyes to the ways You are seeking 

after them and working in their life.  

Help me recognize opportunities to tell them 
about Jesus. Let my own story be a testimony of 

Your grace. Give me the courage to share my story 
authentically and honestly. 

Make me a light that shines God’s joy and 
goodness to all those I encounter. 

Amen.  

 

We partner with God in 
reaching people with the 

good news of Jesus. 

the



Week 4: 

ACCEPTANCE
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a light for everyone

The true light that gives 
light to everyone was 
coming into the world.
John 1:9

Hanging the Lights
• What type of Christmas light house are you?  
   Circle the house that best describes your Christmas light decorations. 

• Which style of Christmas lights do you wish your neighbors would choose? 
   Draw a square around that house.
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See the Light
1. Share about a time when you gave someone 
a gift they obviously didn’t like. What did it feel 
like to see your gift rejected?  

2. Share about a time when you felt unaccepted 
or rejected. How did that make you feel?  

3. Jesus’ love and acceptance are 
unconditional, unlike some of our human 
relationships that can be conditional. What are 
some common conditions that people tend to 
place on their relationships?  

4. John 1:9 says, “The true light that gives light 
to everyone was coming into the world.” A 
relationship with Jesus is available to everyone, 
no exceptions. What are some reasons people 
believe they are excluded or unworthy of a 
relationship with Jesus?   

5. How does believing that Jesus accepts us 
just as we are change how we view ourselves?  

6. John 1:11 says, “He (Jesus) came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him.” Jesus knew what it felt like not to be 
accepted. His own hometown rejected Him. We 
can’t be liked by everyone. Not everyone has 
good taste! How can we respond to rejection in 
a healthy way?  

7. John 1:12 says, “Yet to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God.” 
What does it mean to be a child of God? What 
are the benefits or rights we receive as children 
of God?  

8. How is God’s love for us similar to a parent’s 
love for their child?  

9. What would change in your life if you 
genuinely believed that Jesus fully loved and 
accepted you?   

10. How can we extend the same unconditional 
acceptance that Jesus offers us to others?  
 
 

Be the Light:
Read Psalm 103:8-18. What line of this Psalm is 
the hardest for you to believe about yourself?  

__________________________________________

What line of this Psalm do you need to take to 
heart as you look ahead to Christmas?  

__________________________________________

Prayer:  

God,  

Thank You for loving me unconditionally 
and accepting me as a child. 

 
When I don’t feel lovable, 

remind me of Your love for me. 

When I don’t feel worthy, 
remind me of Your grace. 

 
When I experience rejection, 
remind me You accept me.  

Amen.  

 

Jesus’ love and acceptance 

are unconditional, 
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